
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
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In 2004, the move The Passion of the Christ 
was released. Directed by Mel Gibson, it 
attracted a lot of attention and generated no 
little controversy. I first saw the movie in a 
theater and have since purchased the movie in 
DVD format. It is, in my opinion, a stirring 
movie and yet difficult to watch. 
 
Gibson’s objective in directing the film was to 
make it as accurate as possible. Movies about 
ancient history often have the characters 
speaking in English (most of the people who 
watch the films are English-speakers!), but the 
dialogue in Gibson’s film is in Aramaic, 
Hebrew and Latin. Those of us who do not 
speak Aramaic have to read the subtitles! 
Although it seems obvious that Gibson 
incorporated extra-biblical material (Catholic 
tradition) into the film’s story, it is also true 
that the film seems to catch some of the 
nuances of the gospels. Perhaps the value of 
Gibson’s film is that it creates a vivid picture 
of what it meant to be scourged and crucified 
in the Roman world. 
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I should preface my remarks in this article 
by noting that I do not consult movies 
produced by Hollywood to “get the facts” 
about biblical stories or characters. In fact, I 
watch few of such “biblical dramas” because 
they so often distort and embellish the 
biblical record. We are not a society of 
readers anymore, but those who want to 
know the truth about biblical history or 
doctrines will read the Bible! 
 
I understand, of course, the concept of 
artistic license, although I often do not 
appreciate the taking of such “license” with 
biblical information, for reasons that are 
obvious to all who believe the Bible to be the 
inspired word of God. 
 
With these thoughts in mind, I would make 
some observations regarding The Passion of 
the Christ. The movie opens with a scene 
from the Garden of Gethsemane 
(interrupted by a depiction of Judas 
conspiring with the Jewish leaders to betray 

“It is easier to find men who will volunteer to die, than to 
find those who are willing to endure pain with patience.” 

-- Julius Caesar 
 

“Try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud.” 
-- Maya Angelou 

Notable	  Quotables	  
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Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

If Abraham was 100 years old at the 
birth of Isaac (Genesis 21:5), Sarah 

would have been 90 years old. They were 
10 years apart in age (Genesis 17:17). 
Sarah died at age 127, meaning that 

Isaac would have been 37 at the time. 
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I suspect that Satan, who put it in the heart of Judas to 
betray Jesus (John 13:2), considered the cross to be a 
defeat for Jesus. As the Hebrews author noted, it is the 
devil who has the power of death. But in the shedding of 
His blood, i.e., the giving of a life, Jesus paid the price for 
forgiveness and “destroyed the one who has the power of 
death.” In that way, He bruised the head of the serpent. 
 
It should be observed that, not only did Jesus defeat His 
adversary Satan, but through His blood we can also 
conquer Satan.  
 
10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 
the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of 
our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them 
day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered 
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.  
-- Rev. 12:10–11; ESV  
 
The truth about the Lord’s victory may not make for a 
compelling visual scene in a movie, but it expresses the 
real significance of the prophecy of Genesis 3:15. The 
movie connects the prophecy of Genesis 3:15 to the 
Garden of Gethsemane scene, but the victory spoken of in 
Genesis 3:15 occurred at the cross, not in the Garden! 
Although I recognize that Gibson was probably trying to 
symbolize the prophecy, in a sense, the Genesis prophecy 
is trivialized in the movie. The victory of Jesus was about 
much more than stamping on a snake’s head!  
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Jesus). In the Garden scene, Jesus is praying to 
His Father and there appears an individual, 
somewhat androgynous in appearance, clearly 
intended to be Satan. He speaks to Jesus, 
attempting to create doubt about His role in 
bearing the burden of sin. 
 
As Jesus is obviously in anguish, a snake crawls 
out from under the shroud covering this 
individual and it slithers toward Jesus and onto 
His hand as He kneels in prayer. Finally Jesus 
stands and stomps on the snake’s head with 
His sandal. 
 
Revelation 12:9 identifies the serpent in the 
Garden of Eden with Satan. The scene is in the 
movie an obvious allusion to the words of God 
to the serpent in Genesis 3:15 --  
 
15 I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise his heel.” -- Genesis 3:15; ESV 
 
The difference between bruising a heel versus a 
head appears to be significant. The serpent 
(Satan) would bruise the heel of the woman’s 
offspring, a wound to be sure, but the offspring 
of the woman would bruise the head of the 
serpent, probably to be understood as a much 
greater wound, even a complete victory. 
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That’s exactly what the cross represents – a 
complete victory over Satan. The Lord’s 
apostles and close disciples did not at first 
understand the cross in that way. According to 
John’s gospel (20:19), the apostles met after the 
death of Jesus behind locked doors, fearful of 
the Jews. The two disciples walking to the 
village of Emmaus, to whom Jesus appeared 
after His resurrection, betrayed by their 
conversation with Jesus their uncertainty about 
the true import of His death. 
 
It is quite understandable that the disciples 
would have considered being crucified as 
anything but a victory. Jesus appeared to be 
virtually helpless as both the Jews and Romans 
caused Him to suffer. He was treated as a 
common criminal and put to death in a most 
gruesome way. That’s not how we typically 
think of victory! 
 
However, we must recognize the purpose of 
Jesus’ death in order to see His victory. The 
Hebrews author helps us as he explains to his 
readers why Jesus became flesh and blood: 
 

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and 
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the 
one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil,   -- Hebrews 2:14; ESV  
 

	  
Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born. How old was 

Sarah at the birth of Isaac? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 

2

Some	  passages	  predicting	  the	  rule	  of	  Jesus:	  

1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  5.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  

2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  6.	  	  Psalms	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	  

3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  7.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  

4.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  

The	  extent	  of	  His	  kingship	  or	  kingdom:	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  (1	  Tim.	  6:15)	  

Many	  1st	  century	  Jews	  thought	  of	  the	  Messiah	  as	  a	  	   	   	   	   	  
king.	  

Many	  people	  today	  believe	  Jesus	  will	  rule	  on	  a	  literal	  throne	  in	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   ,	  a	  doctrine	  known	  as	  	   	   	   	   	   	   .	  

If	  Jesus	  is	  King,	  He	  must	  have	  a	  	   	   	   	  (Micah	  4:2).	  

The	  rule	  of	  Jesus	  is	  seen	  in	  the	  	   	   	   	  of	  those	  who	  submit	  to	  
Him.	   	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

Jesus – A King 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

They	  will	  make	  war	  on	  the	  Lamb,	  and	  the	  Lamb	  will	  conquer	  them,	  
for	  he	  is	  	   	   	  of	  lords	  and	  	   	   	  of	  kings,	  and	  those	  with	  him	  

are	  called	  and	  chosen	  and	  faithful.”	  	  
-‐-‐	  Revelation	  17:14;	  ESV	  	  

	  


